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Abstract

Social and Economic Foundation of Gyungju Jung

Family(B /M 88K %) of Suncheon in the 17th Century

- Witness of their Family History in the 16th Century and the Document
of Sharing Properties in the Year of GangHee(BEEE)19 -

Jo, WonRae

This study was to investigate social history of local areas as well as Suncheon in the
late Choson Dynasty. The previous studies were primarily focused on the research of local
aristocratic family in Suncheon and an aspect of their existence before and after Imjin-War
(Ffil). But studies on economic foundation or real situation of landholding has not be
done.

Recently, documents of Gyungju Jung family's sharing properties written in 1680s and
appointment letters of Jung-Bin were found out, which made it possible for us to look into
his family's social and economic background.

That is to say, this study investigated the documents of sharing properties(Fl1F3GE) of
the 1680s and the related ancient documents in order to examine social and economic
foundation of Gyungju Jung family(BHEFECF) in Suncheon local aristocratic family society
in the 17th century.

In the early 16th century, Gyungju Jung family who moved from NamWon to Suncheon,
established the firm foundation as a local aristocratic family after the Japanese invasion of
Korea, in which many members of his family volunteered for military service at Jeolla
Jwasoo-Young(2§/2/K#). They deployed loyal troops movement as a group and they
performed brilliant exploits at the battle. Their achievement enabled them to attain a local
government position

Among them, Jung-Bin who has consecutively filled local officials played a important
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role in his family after the war. He bequeathed about 600 parches of fields including about
50 servants to his three grandsons. His all inheritance was equally distributed to his three
grandsons.

We found that 333 parches of fields in NamWon area originally belonged to Jung-Bin's
ones inherited from his mother sides, while the rest of assets were inherited from their
ancestors. Except fields to perform the religious service for his mother's parents, his fields
located in 10 countrysides, Suncheon and 2 countrysides, NamWon were evenly shared by
calculating till the unit of a sok(’R) in a small way.

In the 17th century, Gyungju Jung family in Suncheon could build a solid social
foundation on the basis of the exploit of the war and stable economic strength. These local
documents written after Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592 revealed that talented figures
from the Jung family had been registered in Hyang-An(#§%), and as they had a close
relationship with local aristocratic families through a way of marriage, they strengthen their
foundation as a local noble family.

Keyword : Local aristocratic fammily, Gyungju Jung fammily, Jung Bin, Documents of
sharing properties, Equal division, Hyang-An





